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unshaken patience and fortitude. His house was soon new
roofed and new thatched; the dunghill was removed, and
spread over that part of his land which most wanted manure ;
the putrescent water of the standing pool was drained off, and
fertilised a meadow; and the kitchen was never again overflowed
in rainy weather, because the labour of half a day made a
narrow trench which carried off the water. The prints of the
shoe-nails were no longer visible in the floor ; for the two boys
trod dry mill seeds into the clay, and beat the floor well, till
they rendered it quite hard and even. The rooms also were
cleared of smoke, for Gray built a chimney; and the kitchen
window, which had formerly been stuffed up, when the wind
blew too hard, with an old or new hat, was glazed. There was
now light in the house. Light! the great friend of cleanliness
and order. The pig could now no longer walk in and out,
unseen and unreproved ; he ceased to be an inmate of the
kitchen.

The kitchen was indeed so altered from what it had been
during the reign of the last master, that he did not know it
again. It was not in the least like a pig-sty. The walls were
whitewashed ; and shelves were put up, on which clean wooden
and pewter utensils were ranged. There were no heaps of
forlorn rubbish, in the corners of the room ; nor even an old
basket, or a blanket, or a cloak, or a greatcoat thrown down
just for a minute, out of the girl's way. No : Rose was a girl
who always put everything in its place; and she found it
almost as easy to hang a coat, or a cloak, upon a peg, as to
throw it down on the floor. She thought it as convenient to
put the basket and turf-kish out of her way, when her brothers
had brought in the potatoes and fuel, as to let them lie in the
middle of the kitchen, to be stumbled over by herself and her
mother, or to be gnawed and clawed by a cat and dog. These
may seem trifles unworthy the notice of the historian; but
trifles such as these contribute much to the comfort of a
poor family, and therefore deserve a place in their simple
annals.

It was a matter of surprise and censure to some of farmer
Gray's neighbours, that he began by laying out it could not
be less than ten pounds (a great sum for him!) on his house
and garden at the first setting out; when, to be sure, the land
would have paid him better if the money had been laid out
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